
 
 

 
  

 

 

  
 

  
 

 
 

   
    

  

                                                                          

  

   
   

 
   

 
  
  

   

   
   

   

  

  

 

Child Nutrition Labels and Product Formulation Requirements  
A Child Nutrition (CN) label or a Product Formulation Statement (PFS) provide meal pattern contribution 
information for commercially prepared, combination food items. CN labels are available only for main dish 
entrees that contribute to the meat/meat alternate component of the meal pattern. Some commercially 
prepared, combination foods may not have a CN label. This is because the CN labeling is a voluntary program. If 
a commercially prepared, combination food item does not have a CN label, contact the manufacturer for a PFS. 
If a food item does not have a CN label or PFS, the food item will not be creditable in Child Nutrition Programs. 
Read on to understand how this crediting information should appear on CN labels, how to keep documentation 
of CN labeled food items, what is a CN label with a watermark and Product Formulation Statements as 
required for Child Nutrition Programs of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). 

The CN Label will always contain the: 

• CN logo which is a distinct border.
• Meal pattern contribution

statement.
• Six-digit product identification

number.
• USDA authorization.
• Month and year of approval.

How to Document a CN Label: 

There are three options for keeping documentation of CN labeled food items. CN Labels that are photographed 
or photocopied must be visible and legible. 

Photograph of the CN 
label attached to the 
product packaging. 

CN label cut out from 
the product packaging. 

Photocopy of the CN 
label removed from the 
product package. 



 

  
    

     
 

   

 

 

  
   

   

  
   
    

    
  
   

  
  

  
  

    
  

 

 

 

   
   

CN Label with a Watermark and Invoice 

A CN label with a watermark includes the disclaimer “Copy Not for Documenting Federal Meal Requirements” 
and may be printed from a manufacturer’s website or provided by the manufacturer during the bidding process. 
This is acceptable documentation of crediting information only when an invoice is attached showing purchase of 
the product. 

Product Formulation Statement (PFS) 

A Product Formulation Statement (PFS) provides crediting 
information for processed products that do not have a CN 
Label. A PFS always contains: 

• Manufacturer’s letterhead. 
• Name of product and product code number. 
• Math calculations showing how the manufacturer 

determined the meal pattern contribution. 
• Crediting statement. 
• Signed and dated by an official of the manufacturer. 

To determine if a product has a PFS, contact the 
manufacturer. The product packaging will contain the 
telephone number or mailing address. Explain that you 
need the child nutrition information for the commercially 
prepared product. They may ask for the Universal Product 
Code (UPC) number so have this information available as 
well. 

Resources 

• Tip Sheet for Accepting Processed Product Documentation 
• Tips for Evaluating a Manufacturer’s Product Formulation Statement 

http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/cn/cnl_tipsheet-processedproduct.pdf
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/cn/manufacturerPFStipsheet.pdf
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